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ASMS NEWS 
1990 marks a banner year for ASMS. In addition to the 
introduction of this journal, the Society is establishing 
its own award to recognize distinguished contribution 
to mass spectrometry. These new enterprises, along 
with a growing array of meetings and other programs, 
will continue to enhance the benefits of the Society to 
its members and to the scientific community. 
THE ASMS AWARD FOR 
DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO 
MASS SPECTROMETRY 
The purpose of the award is to recognize a focused 
achievement in or contribution to fundamental or 
applied mass spectromehy. An ASMS medallion and a 
cash award of $2000 will accompany the award, which 
will be presented at the 38th ASMS Conference in 
Tucson. The recipient will be chosen from at-large 
nominations of persons who have produced a scientific 
achievement that has had significant impact on the 
fundamental understanding and/or practice of mass 
spectrometry. A confidential Awards Committee com- 
posed of four members of the Society (appointed by 
the president) and a member-at-large from the ASMS 
Board of Directors will make the selection. 
ASMS RESEARCH AWARDS 
In 1987, the first ASMS research awards were pre- 
sented. The program was initiated by former ASMS 
president R. Graham Cooks. Since then, six awards 
totaling $150,000 have been granted. The awards are 
funded by Finnigan Corporation and VG Instruments. 
Each company contributes $25,000 annually. The Re- 
search Award program was established to fund young 
tenure-track faculty in the early years of their academic 
research careers. 
The 1989 Research Awards were presented at the 
37th ASMS Conference in Miami Beach. The award 
sponsored by Finnigan Corporation was given to Jon 
Amster of the University of Georgia for “Gas Phase 
Reactions of Laser-Desorbed Neutral Molecules with 
Transition Metal Ions.” The award sponsored by VG 
Instruments went to Steven Kass of the University of 
Minnesota for “Unimolecular Rearrangements of 
Carbanions.” Both Dr. Amster and Dr. Kass will 
present papers on their research at the 38th ASMS 
Conference. 
MASS SPECTROMETRY: WHAT IS IT? 
This question and more are addressed in an educa- 
tional booklet. The booklet, available this spring from 
ASMS, presents an attractive and readable desaiption 
of mass spectrometric techniques and their applica- 
tions. It will be a tool for use in recruiting students to 
the profession as well as providing basic information to 
the general public, such as, corporate managers and 
institutional administrators. The ASMS Education 
Committee, including Mike Story, Ann Goetz, Alan 
Marshall, Elizabeth Stemmler, and James Kelley, plus 
former Committee members Harry Hertz, Al Yergey, 
and Paul Goodley, have spent countless hours writing 
and designing this project. 
NFHC 
ASMS is a sponsor of the National Foundation for 
History of Chemistry (NFHC). The sponsorship was 
spearheaded by Michael Grayson, chairman of the 
Historical Interest Group of ASMS. NFHC operates 
the Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry and 
the Othmer Library of Chemical History. The Beckman 
Center mounts an active calendar of lectures, exhibits, 
and symposia. The Othmer Library houses an expand- 
ing collection of books, periodicals, and manuscript 
materials, including 25,000 volumes of rare industrial 
and technical periodicals. Together the Beckman Cen- 
ter and the Othmer Library serve as a media informa- 
tion and reference center. They are located at 34.01 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6228. Tele- 
phone: (215) 8984896. 
THE 38th ASMS CONFERENCE ON MASS 
SPECTROMETRY AND ALLIED TOPICS 
The conference will be in Tucson, Arizona, June 3-8, 
1990. The format of the conference wiIl be unique. Two 
outstanding resort hotels will share the technical 
sessions and reIated conference activities. Vice Presi- 
dent for Programs Bob Murphy has designed a pro- 
gram that utilizes the outstanding facilities of both 
hotels. The morning sessions at La Paloma Resort will 
commence each day with a single plenary lecture, 
followed by three or four concurrent symposia. The 
Ventana Canyon Resort offers two spacious areas for 
the poster sessions. Although the formal poster ses- 
sions will be scheduled only during the afternoon, the 
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posters will be set up in the morning for informal 
viewing throughout the day. There will be ample and 
frequent shuttle bus service between the hotels. 
ASMS 1990 CALENDAR 
For details on any of fhe jollouring, contact ASMS at (517) 
337-2548. 
June 2-3 
June 3-8 
July 24-27 
September 2%27 
Date TBA 
ASMS Short Courses, Tucson, Ar- 
izona. See details below 
The 38th ASMS Conference on 
Mass Spectrometry and Allied 
Topics, Tucson, Arizona 
Summer Symposium on Mass 
Spectrometry, Oak Ridge, Tennes- 
see, sponsored in conjunction with 
ACS and organized by Dave Donohue, 
(615) 547-8731, and Graham Cooks, 
(317) 494-5262 
Intermediates in Gas-Phase Ion 
Chemistry, The Asilomar Confer- 
ence Center, Pacific Grove, Califor- 
nia. Contact Laszlo Takes, Syntex Re- 
search, 3401 Hillview Avenue, Palo 
Alto, CA 94304 
Fall Workshop on Electrospray 
THE ASMS SHORT COURSES 
June 2-3, 1990 
ASMS will present five short courses immediately 
preceding the 38th ASMS Conference in Tucson, 
117 
Arizona. The courses will be conducted at La Paloma 
Resort in Tucson. Advance registration is required. 
The Interpretation of Mass Spectra, organized by AI 
Yergey and lames Kelley 
Practical MS/MS Analysis, organized by Richard A. Yost 
and Jodie V. Johnson 
GClMS Methods in Drug Testing, organized by Rodger 
L. Folfz 
Fundamentals of Protein Structure An.$ysis Using 
Mass Spectrometry, organized by Barbara S. Larsen 
and Charles N. McEm 
LCIMS: The Practice and the Art, organized by John 
Coutant 
38th ASMS CONFERENCE COUNTDOWN 
January 30 Deadline for the submission of abstracts 
March 15 Preliminary program set 
April 30 Deadline for advance conference regis- 
tration and short courses registration 
June 2-3 Short courses 
June 3 Conference opens with registration and 
mixer 
June 4-8 Conference technical sessions 
Your Society News is prepared by Judith Watson. If 
you have news specifically pertinent to members of 
ASMS or to the Society, write to the American Society 
for Mass Spectrometry, P.O. Box 1508, East Lansing, 
Michigan 48826-1508, telephone (517) 337-2548. 
